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The Brilliant Pearl of the World’'s Ceramics
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Dehua County Ceramic Museum Kou Wangiong_

F

[FT

a
e
[T

= |

T
Fik immns
L CETTRIE LT T
FETTTITHT]

Illlllll!ilgi

LLLL
i

ﬁ.gi

l-l-l-
S
CSEEFEEEER

AFETERE EEE]

GG

5



BUERTELE, ERHREENRE
AR, EHEDPEHRTZEAE ELE
BEMN, XARRBEMRFBHLIM, HE
TEXE, SKEKABEXFE, EEFINE,
RAEEATH "HRIFEZE" .

Dehua is a county with a history of
thousands of years, and it is also a brilliant
gem of world ceramics. It holds an important
position in the history of Chinese and even
global arts and crafts. This land, endowed
with charm by ceramics, has endured
through thousands of years of wind and rain.
Today, it still has its kilns burning and the
aroma of porcelain lingering in the air,
making it the renowned "World Porcelain
Capital®.
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Why can Dehua porcelain earn the reputation of "China White
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What makes “China White - Dehua Porcelain” what it is?
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What will be the future of "China White — Dehua Porcelain"?
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Dehua was established as a county in the fourth year of Changxing period of the Later Tang Dynasty
(933 AD). Currently, its population is 354,000. Dehua has always been famous for its porcelain. Its history
of porcelain production can be traced back to the Neolithic Age, originated in the Xia and Shang
dynasties over 3,700 years ago, flourished during the Tang and Song dynasties, reached its peak in the ==
Ming and Qing dynasties, and continued J(’;Xinnovate in modern times, leading to the current. flourisl ,

and prosperity. A 488 TS
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Why can Dehua porcelain earn the reputation of "China White “?
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"China White" originated from the French term "BLANC DE CHINE", which was used by the
French to praise the Dehua white porcelain from the Ming Dynasty. As is well known, porcelain is a great
invention of China. There are numerous regions across the country that produce ceramics. In ancient
times, there were the "Five Famous Kilns" of Ru, Guan, Ge, Ding and Jun. Today, there are also "Ten
Major Production Areas" such as Jingdezhen, Liling, Longquan Chaozhou, Foshan and ZIbO But why
that only Dehua white porcelain has earned the title of "China White'
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Dehua enjoys unique natural landscapes conducive to porcelain
production, and it is the birthplace of Chinese ceramics.
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Dehua is located in the central part of Fujian Province and the northern part of
Quanzhou City. It is known as the "treasure house of Fujian”. The area is rich in
mountains, abundant in water resources, lush in forests and rich in minerals. The
forest coverage rate is 76.7%. The air quality is close to the national first-class
standard, and it has been rated as a natural oxygen bar in China and one of the
top 100 best deep breathing small cities in the country. The water source
quality meets the standard rate is 100%. The favor of nature has provided

abundant porcelain clay, sufficient fuel and sufficient water power for ceramic

production, laying an important foundation for th format
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i n.and development of the

thousahd-year porcelain capital.
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Dehua porcelain is as white as jade and as smooth as butter.

It is a symbol of Eastern aesthetics.
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Dehua porcelain is renowned for its pure white color. Due to the high quality
of the porcelain clay, which contains few impurities such as iron and titanium, the
texture is clean and moist, the body is fine and soft, and the color is warm and
smooth like jade. It was also called "ivory white" or "goose down white". In
traditional Chinese culture, jade is highly valued. The smooth, clear, elegant, and
exquisite Dehua white porcelain possesses the "five virtues" of jade -
benevolence, righteousness, wisdom, courage, and purity. It has become a

representative of Chinese culture and a symbol of Eastern aesthetics. As soon

as it was introduced, it quickly gained popularity worldwide.




3. ERENRHERS, EttRIZSHNHEE
The exquisite firing techniques of Dehua porcelain are a
model of world craftsmanship.
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from Zayton Port along the "Maritime Silk Road" and were widely
sold to Southeast Asia and other regions. In the 16th century,
when the lustrous and jade-like Dehua white porcelain flooded into
Europe, it immediately became a coveted object by the upper
class at a price higher than gold. European royalty and nobility
regarded Dehua white porcelain as a symbol of wealth, status
axg and taste, and they vigorously studied and imitated it. The unique
firing technique was the peak of the white porcelain production

technology at that time, spreading and influencing the world. There
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were statements such as "Mother of the World's White Porcelain”
and "The World's White Porcelain is from China, and China's

White Porcelain is from Dehua".
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What makes “China White - Dehua Porcelain” what it is?

FEiHFEES E, "PER" EAEHCEELIIFNAINRIE. BEISXK, X—ESKIBEEEE,
RUAMEIENIN=, BBA, MERFEMHANGRKEY?
In the history of world ceramics, "China White" has become the undisputed symbol of Dehua white

porcelain. Even to this day, this reputation remains dazzling and increasingly magnificent. So, what made her

achieve this status?
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The accumulation of history has given rise to a profound culture.

BE1000ZFrIRIENR, BHAER
HUERETHRA LRBRNBAEIZEE
(paNkixR) |, SH THR EE—REEEL
I #EhgitE (BIRE) . NEERTHTT
AES37005FE, BHEKMKRERT,
PEEM—BKER, XEFEPEHAKE
&R LERIFELW, 25 ERNEIBEE
k2394, EBHTE£E1841ZH60SA

‘ A

As early as over 1,000 years ago during the Tang Dynasty, the Dehua native
painter Yan Huacai compiled the world's earliest specialized book on ceramic
craftsmanship - "Tao Industry Regulations", and drew the world's first blueprint
for a ceramic factory - "Meilin Map". Since the Shang and Zhou dynasties until
now, over 3,700 years later, the Dehua kiln fire has never ceased, and the ceramic
culture has been passed down continuously. This is extremely rare in the history of
ceramics in China and even the world. So far, 239 ancient ceramic kiln sites have
been discovered, distributed across 18 to d over 60 administrative villages
in the e county.
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Inheriting and innovating, it has created unique craftsmanship.
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intelligence and dexterous hands to create unique
ceramic sculpture techniques. Since the Ming
Dynasty, a group of porcelain sculpture masters,
including "the porcelain saint” He Chaozong,
have pioneered the "eight-character technique" of
molding, shaping, carving, engraving, pasting,
joining, pushing, and polishing. Their works are
beautifully shaped and full of vitality, and they have
frequently fetched high prices in the auction market.
In 2006, the porcelain firing technique of Dehua
was included in the first batch of national

intangible cultural heritage protection projects.
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Inheriting and innovating, it has created unique

craftsmanship.
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Ceramic masters have achieved multiple practical benefits through their unique
manual techniques, such as increasing the value of their works and driving
the development of the industry. For instance, in the exhibition at the
Shanghai Chinese Art Museum in 2025, Lian Zihua's "Extremely Colorful -
Wish-Fulfilling Buddha" was sold for 6 million yuan, and Lian Deli's
"Myth" received 3 billion online traffic and was sold for 1.28 million yuan.



2.{&ielHh, FE 7RSS

Inheriting and innovating, it has created unique craftsmanship.
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More and more Dehua ceramics have shone on the world stage as
important event and conference tableware and diplomatic gifts. For
instance, at the 2017 Xiamen Summit of BRICS Leaders, 16 of the 16 state
gifts and 15 of the 16 were from Dehua. Works such as "Sailing into the
Future" and "Xu Ge's Long-lasting Fragrance" were selected as state gifts.
Dehua white porcelain has become the official partner of the Michelin Guide
in the mainland region.
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Inheriting and innovating, it has created unique craftsmanship.
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In particular, the 1:1 scale white porcelain car-shaped sculpture produced by the Luzerne Group was
awarded the Guinness World Record title of "The Largest Ceramic Sculpture of a Car (with Support)".
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Determined to strive and win, they have written the glorious history of the

Maritime Silk Road.
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As early as the Song and Yuan dynasties, Dehua porcelain, along with the
prosperity of Quanzhou Port, became a major export item on the "Maritime
Silk Road". The Moroccan traveler Ibn Battuta praised "Dehua porcelain as the
best"”, and the Italian traveler Marco Polo highly commended Dehua for
"producing bowls and porcelain in abundance and of high quality..." . The
large quantities of Dehua porcelain discovered from the Song Dynasty shipwreck
"Nanhai No.1" and the Qing Dynasty shipwreck "Taixing No.1" have witnessed
the glorious history of Dehua ceramics' export. In 2021, the Dehua kiln site was
listed as one of the heritage sites of "Quanzhou: Emporium of the World in
Song and Yuan China" and was included in the World Heritage List.
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Determined to strive and win, they have written the glorious history of the
Maritime Silk Road.

HFRZHZEYEHREFEESE(YHE, HH, Many renowned museums around the world have
collections of Dehua white porcelain. Among them, the Asian

AL M BB ERUE B 3002 B B &, Civilizations Museum in Singapore houses over 300 pieces of
T R R X R E SRS E &) Dehua white porcelain. This museum has not only become an
N MIN 3 E \ ’

important center for the study of Chinese ceramics in Southeast
W AREFGF IS SRR TR, (1= Asia, but also served as a bridge for cultural exchanges between

. N . N China and Singapore. We visited the Asian Civilizations Museum
F2024F9 B0 R 7 #HnE M SZBEEYIIE, in Singapore in September 2024.
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Determined to strive and win, they have written the glorious

history of the Maritime Silk Road.
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Since the reform and opening up, Dehua ceramics have gradually
developed into an industrial layout featuring export craft ceramics, daily-
use household ceramics, masterpieces of artistic ceramics, and high-tech
ceramics. There are currently over 4,500 ceramic enterprises in the county.
By 2025, the scale of the ceramic industry cluster will reach 76 billion yuan,
with over 100,000 employees. On average, one out of every three people
is engaged in work related to ceramics.
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Determined to strive and win, they have written the glorious history of the

Maritime Silk Road.
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Dehua ceramics is an export-oriented
economy. It actively participates in
exhibitions such as the Canton Fair and the
China International Import Expo. It holds
international exhibitions in Europe, the
Middle East, North America and other -
regions. It has established 65 "China White -
Dehua Porcelain" promotion and display
centers across the country, with an average
annual growth rate of 10.1% in self-
operated exports. More than 60% of its
products are exported to over 190 countries
and regions. It is the largest production
and export base of ceramic handicrafts in
China and has been recognized as a
characteristic area and cluster innovation
upgrading demonstration zone in the
Chinese ceramic industry.
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The integration of industry and city has led to a surge of vitality.
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g%?:;—%‘fg \ 4 , project, the first pilot project for coordinated urban-rural

In the late 1980s, Dehua began to implement the "Greater Chengguan”
development strategy, pioneering the “promoting the city through industry,
attracting people through the city, and integrating industry and the city"
model of the Greater Chengguan development. This model was selected as a
typical case by the Central Party School and compiled into a series of research
topics. Currently, the urban permanent resident population is 269,400, with a
permanent resident urbanization rate of 79.47%. The urban area covers 30.8
square kilometers and concentrates more than two-thirds of the county's labor
force, economic output, tax revenue, and 95% of the primary and secondary
school students. Dehua has been selected as a national model for new
urbanization. construction in county towns, a national smart city pilot

ince, and a national civilized city
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The integration of industry and city has led to a surge of vitality.

IR BREERER The "Dachengguan” development strategy _j
has facilitated the concentration of industries i
e . :
AN QRS and population in the city area, allowing rural L o—=-Ssaaes~
IR ESKFER, (Bf areas to recuperate their ecological = ==SsEs
EBE TOERRES  environment. As a result, Dehua has acquired 9
- X X national-level ecological tourism brands. It
iR, BRI AR has also vigorously developed the integrated
aigr=ll, BEAZH2702  tourism and culture industry, connecting over SESSEEEEEIEEE
RAIBIZSEE. 10002 270 master craftsmanship exhibition halls :
s e and 1,000 ceramic enterprises’' exhibition & %
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Q1B FEmiSLE, "One City, Hundred Exhibitions Tour"
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=. "HEBA-ECE" SBEERNRE?
What will be the future of "China White — Dehua Porcelain"?

BUERIEFEBICRREIGRIEG. iB Dehua is a place where the Xi Jingping General

; S L s T Secretary has visited twice. He gave instructions on Dehua
/55 R = =3 Fulyf2 ) " e .
XEHEEFHET: "RRRRRM LR, ceramics: “Exquisite porcelain should be produced,

EHE, FEEHE. " ETRINSTE, =k displayed, and then spread to the world.” In the following

NP - " five years, Dehua will present a brand-new image of
4> =3 L
LA "Bk, . SAME. mERMET B "internationalization, urbanization, artification and

R R, B "PEBREEHR BUHHES. branding", showcasing the new vision of "China White -
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Embrace the world and build an "i

nternationalized” open porcelain capital

el REIMb AR, IUTEBEXC AT, WESEXERSRES.

Steadily implement the internationalization strategy for ceramics, using the
thousand-year-old ceramic culture as a bond, to build a multi-level international exchange
platform.
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Ceramic charm and fireworks, creating an "urbanized" quality ceramic
capital

& TS, BEHE B, AEm=EnE.
Based on the concept of "integration of industry and city, and symbiosis of porcelain and
city”, optimize the urban spatial layout.
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Carrying forward for thousands of years, creating an "artistic”
masterful porcelain capital

LAIFFxZiER, FIERWMEERRIHERF IS,

With thousands of years of craftsmanship, it creates a world-class city of handcrafts that
embodies the spirit of craftsmanship and tradition.
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Innovative drive, creating the "branding” charm of the porcelain capital

wamacn{tl
World Porcelain City -DEHUA § € DEHUA KILN

fagE “1+N” mhBEN, 68 "PEH - BUE" "fSHE" "HEBEEZE - B F 1" Mzow
HEREE, EE—hEEEER. AEEIRaEE ‘N Ao TFRE, TR “AHREEIMm. BILmEE
25, Mo mhEhi” RImESE.

Establish a "1+N" brand matrix, strengthen the "China White - Dehua Porcelain”, "Dehua Kiln",
"World Porcelain Capital - Dehua" and other "1" core public brands, cultivate a number of well-
known trademarks and well-known brand products in various sub-sectors, and form a brand pattern
of "public brand leading, enterprise brand supporting, and sub-brand supplementing".
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Regarding the Dehua County Ceramic Museum

B ERZEYERER ZRIGE. The Dehua County Ceramic Museum is a national second-level
BEE—REREYIE. MIAREIR120002/4, museum and a first-class standard museum in Fujian Province. It
BEIEMFS (EEERIE) LUAERERATE, currently has over 12,000 pieces of collections. The permanent exhibition,
RpRMEVELSESENARERFIEAR  "The History of Dehua Porcelain”, follows the thread of historical
M, BRI BHEEEF L ZZAE0, development and systematically presents the development and great
B2NRRREANRSE, @E}%T,UA{’,%EEI’JJ_E achievements of porcelain in Dehua County throughout history. It fully
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M. XFELCBRIISHEIE

Regarding the Dehua County Ceramic Museum

Bei, FHESKEIZSR, BIE At present, the new museum has been completed and the
EFEEERETRE. FErFEE decoration and exhibition work is about to start. The new museum is
B Eﬁiﬁk HEE (M AR+ located in Dehua International Ceramic Art City. It has 5 floors (4 floors
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above ground + 1 floor underground), with a total construction area of

approximately 21,300 square meters. The core exhibition showcases the
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_ fine ceramics of Dehua throughout history, while also supplementing
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Once again, welcome everyone! Let's together feel the warmth

EBURE

of Dehua, listen to the stories of the porcelain capital, and work

ether to create a better fut 18
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