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r. Victor Paz, who has just returned from his research project site in Palawan freshly equipped with an 
update, will give us a firsthand account on the latest results of the on-going project at the Dewil valley in El 

Nido, northern Palawan. His presentation will place the significance of his work on the archaeology of Palawan 
within the archaeology of the Philippine islands, and of island Southeast Asia. Dr. Paz will present a general 
overview of what has been done from the very beginning to the current projects within the Palawan archipelago.  

 Admission for the lecture is free for members, PHP 300 for non-members, and PHP 100 for students. 

Date:  Tuesday, June 24,  2008 at 6:00 p.m.  

Topic:  The ARCHAEOLOGY OF PALAWAN   

Speaker:  VICTOR PAZ, PhD  Director of the Archaeological Studies Program of the University of 
the Philippines. 

Place:  Petteri & Joyce Mªkitaloôs Residence 

Unit 8D, Makati Tuscany  
(located between the Manila Peninsula Hotel and the old Gilarmi Apts. building) 
6751 Ayala Avenue,  
Barangay Urdaneta, Makati City 
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OCSP NEWSLETTER  
June 2008 
 

Lecture: THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF PALAWAN, Victor Paz, PhD.  
Reports & Announcements: 
- In Memoriam ROXANNA MAUDE BROWN, PhD , the Oriental Ceramic Society of the Philippines, May 24 2008 
-Program review: THE ROLE OF THE PHILIPPINES AS AN ENTREPÔT DURING THE 12TH-15TH CENTURIES CHINESE AND SOUTHEAST 
TRADE NETWORK by Dr. Eusebio Dizon (Brigitte MacDonald) 
- Hosting:Pilar Martinez-Miranda (Host),John Forbes, Pinky Troesch, and Martha Taylor (Co-hosts). 
-Upcoming Program: Tuesday, July 29, 2008, Lecture, THE SHIPWRECK CERAMICS OF THE SANTA CRUZ, Bobby Orillaneda 
-Library: donation by John Forbes, CATALOGUE OF THE CHINESE STYLE CERAMICS OF MAJAPAHIT: Tentative Inventory 
Views & Comments: REMEMBRANCES, Roxanna Brown by David Rehfuss, ROXANNA BROWN by Dr. Peter burns, REMEMBERING 
ROXANNA by John D Forbes, and other news from Dr. Baoping Li  
Local Event: Exhibition, BEYOND THE CURRENTS: The Culture & Power of Sulu, the Yuchengco Museum 
International Event: Ceramic Study, CHINESE CERAMICS EXCAVATED IN NORTHWEST OF SPAIN (1) by Etsuko Rodriguez 
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OCSP Committee Reports & Announcements 
 
IN MEMORIAM 

Roxanna Brown (May 2, 1946 - May 14, 2008) 
 

We all deeply grieve at the sudden demise of a dear friend and a leading expert in Southeast Asian ceramics, 
Roxanna Maude Brown, Ph D. 

 
As a fond farewell and to honor our colleague, we recount her various outstanding 
contributions to the Oriental Ceramic Society of the Philippines.  
We owe Roxanna our profound gratitude for being the inspiration and guiding light for the 
ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΣ άDǳŀƴƎŘƻƴƎ /ŜǊŀƳƛŎǎ ŦǊom Butuan and Other Philippine SƛǘŜǎέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ мфуф 
during the term of Cynthia O. Valdes as the President of the Society. Roxanna wrote to 
Cynthia encouraging her to mount the exhibition and to avail of James WattΩs unpublished 
paperΣ άIƛǎ-ǘǎΩǳƴ ŀƴŘ /Ƙŀƻ-an and Other Ceramic Wares of Kwangtung in the Northern Sung 
tŜǊƛƻŘέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ Hong Kong symposium on Trade Pottery in East and South-East Asia in 

1978. James Watt was then the Curator of the Art Gallery of the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Roxanna even 
took time out to edit the exhibition catalogue. 
 
During this past decade, Roxanna generously shared with us the results of her extensive research on shipwreck 
finds in Southeast Asia through lectures to our Society. We all benefited from her erudite scholarship. 
 
To wƻȄŀƴƴŀΣ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ We will miss you immensely. 
 
The Oriental Ceramic Society of the Philippines 
May 24, 2008 

 
Roxanna Brown's memorial services will be held in Seattle on July 2, 2008 at 11 a.m. at Forest Lawn Funeral home (Buddhist 
service), 6701, 30

th
 SW, Seattle, Washington, 206-932-0050, U.S.A. 

 
Dear All, 
 
If you would still like to make a donation, please send a cheque to Justin McDaniel and Deborah Wong to the address below. 
We will be sending regular wires to Roxanna's son in Bangkok. 
Thank you all for your continued kindness and support during this difficult time. The family deeply appreciates your support 
for them in their time of mourning and search for justice. 
 
To post a message or send a photo (or to see other posts and photos), please go to 
www.mem.com and then type Roxanna Brown in the search box. 
The website will be open for years. 
Thank you for your time and kindness, 

 
Sincerely, 
justin 
______________ 
Dr. Justin McDaniel 
Dept. of Religious Studies 
3046 INTN 
University of California, Riverside 
Riverside, CA 92521 
951-827-4530 
justinm@ucr.edu 

http://www.mem.com/
mailto:justinm@ucr.edu
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Program Review 
 

 THE ROLE OF THE PHILIPPINES AS AN ENTREPÔT DURING THE 12TH -15TH /9b¢¦wL9{Ω /ILb9{9 !b5 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN TRADE NETWORKS by Dr. Eusebio Dizon ς May 2008 

 
rchaeological evidence shows globalization from 4000 years ago, as shown by jade works in Batanes on 
rough stone originating from Taiwan; these jade artefacts are ear ornaments which are found as 

finished product from as far as Vietnam and Sarawak. 
Since the 9th century, intense trade in ceramics occurred between China, Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, 
South China, Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, and beyond to South Asia. This is supported by 
archaeological and ethno historic records. Kiln sites were numerous in the region and especially China, 
particularly in the Fujian area. Their products were traded in strong boxes or other containers on ships all 
the way to the Middle East, Turkey, and Persia. 
 
Constructions methods and designs observed in archaeological finds may help discern where the boats 
originate from. Are these Chinese junks, as traditionally thought, or of a different origin? Each ship design is 
suited for a purpose, a specific type of navigation and sea.  

 
100 years before Magellan, under Chinese Emperor Yong Le, eunuch Admiral ½ƘŜƴƎ IŜΨǎ ŦƭŜŜǘ of 7 
ά¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǎƘƛǇǎέ ǿere sailing as far as Africa. These were reportedly of huge ships, with a length of 
approximately 120 meters (= 400 feet) by 60 to 50 meters. However, Portuguese navigation experts 

observe that the size of these ships actually raises many questions. Dr Dizon 
points out that these archives were written 100 years after Zheng He. On the 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǎŎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǾŀǊȅΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ άƻƴŜ Ŧƻƻǘέ ƛƴ мрth 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƛǎ ŘŜōŀǘŀōƭŜΦ  .ŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άtǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ 
ship,έ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ άƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƘƛǇέ ƴƻǊ άǘǊŀŘŜ ǎƘƛǇ.έ To this day, underwater 
archaeological evidence of these ships is lacking.  
Later ships were fine masted freighters, of 30 or 40 meters length. A 
difference is observed between boats originating from Northern and 
Southern China. Northern Chinese ships, not designed for international 
navigation, have a flat bottom, without the keel of a Southern Chinese ship.  

 
The Pandanan wreckΣ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ мффр ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ WŜǿŜƭƳŜǊ ǇŜŀǊƭ ŦŀǊƳ ƻŦŦ tŀƭŀǿŀƴΩs Southern coast, dated 
also to ½ƘŜƴƎ IŜΩ ǎ time. It was lying at 42 meters depth, with ceramics from China, Vietnam, Thailand and 
other countries in South East Asia. This includes many Chinese blue-and-white trade ware neatly packed in 
large jars as vessels, but also celadon, earthenware and stoneware. Some jars from Bin Dinh in Central 
Vietnam are stamped with Buddhist designs. 

 
The Lena Shoal, North Palawan, wreck is a seafaring vessel like the Butuan boat, which is not Chinese built, 
with distinct construction features such as an oblique jointing plane between adjacent boards, and only a 
modest 4 to 6 m deep. It is made of very good construction materials, like the Santa Cruz. In the Lena Shoal, 
glass beads were found inside jars, along with celadon of Chinese and other South East Asian origin, and 
ceramics with the chrysanthemum motif favoured in Central Asia. These boats were small ships. They were 
sea boats mainly built with the tropical wood Dipterocarp which is found all over South East Asia, but not in 
China. Their construction iǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ άƘȅōǊƛŘέ ōƻŀǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀƛƭǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴƪǎ - 
though not in the Lena Shoal. The organisation of the cargo in separate compartments is also distinct, and 
the successive loads can indicate the complex route of the ship. Thus, the wreck found off Santa Cruz, 
Zambales is built of a wood of Chinese origin, but the successive layers of load show Vietnamese goods in a 
lower level and Chinese goods in an upper level, indicate that the boat was loaded first in Vietnam. 
 

A 
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In conclusion, the Chinese were suppliers, but the South East Asians, Persians and Arabs, as buyers, would 
place orders and effectively control the trade. Dishes found with Sanskrit or Islamic characters express the 
individual wishes of client countries. The Chinese had the kilns and the technology. After Marco Polo this 
technological know-how was to be transferred to Portuguese and Italians during the renaissance.  
Documentation shows that one European visitor went to Pangasinan as early as the 13th century, along the 
existing trading routes. Magellan himself knew exactly the navigation routes. The networks existed. People 
had been moving, whether they kept records or not. This very active maritime trade was a response to the 
silk route by land through Mongolia, where only relatively small amounts of porcelain could be carried. 
 

(Brigitte Macdonald) 

Hosting  
 

Our May meeting with a lecture, WORKING WITH CERAMICS, by contemporary ceramic artist Rita Badilla was 
hosted by Pilar Martinez-Miranda. Co-hosts were John Forbes, Martha Taylor and Pinky Troesch. Thank you all for 
your generous contributions and for your support to the OCSP on the occasion. 

 

Upcoming Program  
 

 REGULAR MEETING & LECTURE ς July 2008 
Tuesday, July 29, 2008 
 
Speaker: Bobby Orillaneda, Researcher, Underwater Archaeological Section, the National Museum of the 

Philippines. 
Topic:  THE SHIPWRECK CERAMICS OF THE SANTA CRUZ, A Late 15th Century Southeast Asian Trading 

Vessel (tentative title) 
Venue: !ƴƎŜƭŀ vǳƛƭŀΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ мф {ŀǘǳǊƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ .Ŝƭ !ƛǊ LLΣ Makati City 
 

 FIELD TRIP AND WORKSHOP WITH POTTERS ς August 2008 
Saturday, August 23, 2008 
 
Speaker:  Pablo Capati III, Potter  
Program: Introduction to Pottery, Demonstrations by potters and a ceramic artist, Tour of the farm and 
workshop, Lunch, followed by a Hands-on-Clay session (work on wheels, hand building, and glazing). 
Venue:  The Capati Farm, San Jose, Batangas (1Ѹ2hour drive from Makati on South Super highway) 
 

Library  
 
John Forbes kindly donated to the OCSP library the CATALOGUE OF THE CHINESE STYLE CERAMICS OF 
MAJAPAHIT: Tentative Inventory (Association Archipel, 2007) by Marie-France Dupoizat and Naniek 
Harkantiningsih.  
The 111-page catalog is in English with plates in color and black-and-white. 
 
Contents: 

1) Inventory of the imported ceramics recovered on the site of Trowulan;  
2) Prior to the Majapahit period; 
3) Ceramics of the early period, the Majapahit period; 
4) Chinese monochromes from Zhejiang and Fujian; 
5) Jingdezhen porcelain; other Chinese ceramics; brown and black ware; 
6) Thai ceramics from the Sukhothai and Sawankhalok kilns; 

7) Vietnamese ceramics.  
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Roxanna & Tran Quoc 
Vuong at Bat Trang of 

the University of Hanoi 
(with the hat), 1990. 
Courtesy of Dr. Peter 

Burns. 

OCSP E-Newsletter  
 
In days of grief and anguish last month over the news of the tragic death of Roxanna Brown, a search for her 
recent photo landed in the hands of Dr. Peter Burns of the University of Adelaide, Australia through Dr. Justin 
MacDaniel of the University of California (p.2). Dr. Burns contributed his memory of his long time friend Roxanna 
with an arresting photo taken on her birthday, a few days before her departure to Seattle (p.6).  
Roxanna is still helping us connect with friends even after she is gone. Gassho, joining our hands in prayer to rest 
her soul in peace as we seek justice. (Yukie Sato, Editor, yukie.sato1@gmail.com) 

 

Views & Comments 
 

 DAVID REHFUSS, Washington Oriental Ceramic Group, Washington, D.C. (2008-06-13, drehfuss@verizon.net) 

 

REMEMBRANCES 

Roxanna Brown 
1946-2008 

Museum Director Praised for Pioneering Work on Southeast Asian Ceramics 
 

Roxanna Maude Brown, Ph.D., 62, a Bangkok ceramics museum director and author of widely respected 
ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŎŜǊŀƳƛŎǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ ά¢ƘŜ /ŜǊŀƳƛŎǎ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀέ ŘƛŜŘ ƻƴ 
14 May in Seattle, Washington, USA where she was scheduled to speak at a University of Washington 
seminar. She died of a perforated ulcer.  
 
Ms. Brown was an internationally known expert on Asian ceramics. She was the leader of studies of 
ceramics found in Southeast Asia, writing books, articles and lecturing. She came to her field after arriving in 
Vietnam as a free-lance journalist during the American war in 1968. 
 
Her specialization was 13th-15th century trade ceramics in Southeast Asia. The book that established her 
reputation was The Ceramics of Southeast Asia - Their Dating and Identification which came out in several 
editions and remains an important reference to collectors and curators. This text was the outgrowth of her 

мфто ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ŀǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ the redoubtable Professor 
William Willetts. Published in 1977, it led the growth in interest in ceramics found in 
Southeast Asia. Following an historical point of view The Ceramics of Southeast Asia 
provided much new information in the 1970s when little was available to collectors, 
dealers and curators trying to understand and identify these dear old and often 
splendid works of art. Cambodian and Cham pots were essentially unknown then. 
Vietnamese wares were largely unfamiliar to all but local collectors and resident 
foreign business executives and diplomats. 

 
aǎΦ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎŜǊŀƳƛŎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ ¢Ƙŀƛ 
ceramics based on wares found in ancient shipwrecks in Southeast Asian waters. 
Her first report on underwater archaeology was written in 1975. She went on to 
author or co-author a number of books and articles on this subject. Her liveliest and 
perhaps most popular writing effort was her editorship of the newsy, chatty and 
always useful Southeast Asian Ceramics Museum Newsletter, which she started in 
September 2004. 

 
Ms. Brown had lost a leg in 1982 from a freak traffic accident after delivering a lecture at a local hotel in 
Bangkok.  She spent 14 years in and out of hospitals. Finally in 1996 when she put on a well-designed and 

mailto:yukie.sato1@gmail.com
mailto:drehfuss@verizon.net
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comfortable artificial leg was she able to walk without pain. She lived in Bangkok for the most of the last 30 
years. After obtaining a doctorate in art history in 2004 from the University of California at Los Angeles, she 
became the first director of the Southeast Asian Ceramics Museum at Bangkok University and was in her 
prime. hƴŜ ƻŦ aǎΦ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜramic 
specialists in museology and ceramics recognition. [ƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ aǎΦ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘed, 
admired and most valuable. Ms. Brown did many things well, some of them uniquely. She will be missed 
immensely.  
 
She is survived by a son in Bangkok and family in the U.S.  

 
HER PUBLICATIONS: 
Theses 
1. Ψ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ ŎŜǊŀƳƛŎǎΩ. MA Thesis, University of Singapore, 1973.  
2. ΨThe Ming Gap and Shipwreck Ceramics in Southeast AsiaΩ PhD dissertation, University of California Los Angeles, 
2004. 
Books 

�x The ceramics of South-east Asia: their dating and identification. Kuala Lumpur:  Oxford University Press. 1977.   
Reprinted Singapore: OUP 1988 

�x Legend and reality: early ceramics from South-East Asia.  Kuala Lumpur; New York: 1977. 

�x (with Adrian Joseph) ed. Southeast Asian and Chinese Trade Pottery. Hong Kong: The Oriental Ceramic Society of 
Hong Kong. 1979. 

�x Guandong ceramics: from Butuan and other Philippine sites. Makati, Metro Manila: Oriental Ceramic Society of the 
Philippines/ Oxford University Press, 1989. 

�x (with Sten Sjostrand) Turiang: A Fourteenth Century Shipwreck in Southeast Asian Waters. Pacific Asia Museum, Los 
Angeles, 2000. 

�x (with Sten Sjostrand) Maritime Archaeology and Shipwreck Ceramics in Malaysia. Kuala Lumpur: Department of 
Museums & Antiquities. 2002. 
Some articles 

�x άPreliminary Report on the Koh Khram Sunken ShipέΣ Oriental Art 21, 1 (1975/6): 356-70. 

�x ά/ŜǊŀƳƛŎǎ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅΣέ ƛƴ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŀǾŀ {Ŝŀ ²ǊŜck, ed. William Mathers and Michael Flecker. 
Annapolis: Pacific Sea Resources, 1997, pp. 116-81. 

�x άXuande-ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ²ŀǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨaƛƴƎ DŀǇΩΣέ Oriental Art 43, 2 (1997a): 2-6. 

�x ά/ŜǊŀƳƛŎǎ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅΣέ ƛƴ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŀǾŀ {Ŝŀ ²ǊŜŎƪ, ed. William Mathers and Michael Flecker. 
Annapolis: Pacific Sea Resources, 1997b. 

�x ά{ŀƴƎƪƘŀƭƻƪ ŀƴŘ !ǎƛŀΣέ ƛƴ {ŀƴƎƪƘŀƭƻƪ-Sukhothai-Ayutthaya and Asia, ed. Charnvit Kasetsiri. Bangkok:The Foundation 
for the Promotion of Social Science and Humanities textbooks Project, 2002, pp. 74-92. 

�x άMing Ban-aƛƴƎ DŀǇΥ {ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ {ƘƛǇǿǊŜŎƪ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ {ƘƻǊǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜ /ŜǊŀƳƛŎǎέΣ ƛƴ 
Proceedings: Chinese Export Ceramics and Maritime Trade, 12th-15th Centuries, ed. Pei-kai Cheng, Guo Li and Chui Ki 
Wan. Hong Kong: Chinese Civilisation Centre, City University Of Hong Kong and City University of Hong Kong 
Interdisciplinary Research Project, 2005, pp 
78-104. 
(This list is from the UCLA memorial to Dr. Brown.) 

 

 DR PETER BURNS, the University of 

Adelaide (2008-06-16, 
peter.burns@adelaide.edu.au) 
 
Roxanna Brown 
ά1973, I met her working on what was to 
be the seminal work on dating Southeast 
Asia ceramics. Enormously attractive. 
Engaging yet circumspect; reflective and 
the joǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΩǎ ŀŎǳǘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ LƴŦƻǊƳ 


