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Synopsis

It was a general belief that the blue and white porcelains were first fired in the south Chinese kilns of
Jingdezhen in the Yuan dynasty (1279-1368), and from then on, made virtually all China's blue and white
until today. In the early 1980s, blue and white porcelain fragments were excavated from the Tang city of
Yangzhou, the main international port at the time, but this small number of porcelain using cobalt as a
blue pigment painted under a white glaze was very short-lived.

The first complete examples have come to light on the Batu Hitam shipwreck which also provides the most
specific clues so far for their dating. The three dishes recovered from the Tang wreck show for the first time
complete designs. Their main feature is a quatrefoil motif based on a single or double lozenge surrounded
by palmette-like fronds of leaves. The few shards discovered in China are the remains of bowls, dishes, a
ewer, a pillow and a box, with similar or simpler designs.

But even when this momentous development began in the 9th century, it was to take about four centuries
for this new colour scheme to be successfully fired and reproduced in China. The 9th-century activities can
be seen as a trial run, albeit unsuccesssful in the long term, for the history of blue-and-white porcelain.
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